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Minutes---Tuesday February 16, 2016 

 

On Tuesday February 16, 2016 the Kearney Park Board met for its monthly meeting.  

Members present were Ed Haney, Marie Steiner, Connie Crawford, Todd Stowe, & Jeff 

Couchman.  Julie Jones and Bruce Sprague were absent.   

Ed Haney then made the motion to accept the minutes from the November, 2015 meeting, 

as there were no December 2015 or January 2016 meetings. Marie Steiner seconded the 

motion.  The motion carried 5-0 

 

 

Old Business—Staff and the park board discussed many items of park maintenance as it 

was reported that we plan to aerate the soccer fields, apply chemical and again this year, 

mow the soccer fields twice a week.  Staff also reported that two new big trees have been 

transplanted by hole #1 of the disc golf course, and also we will again plant more trees, 

approximately 20 more along the trail, to replace those that have died.  Jeff Couchman 

asked if we still have a mowing contractor such as in past years, and staff reported that 

we will continue to use KC Metro Lawn and Snow, as they did not increase their pricing, 

thus we did not have to bid this out.  We were happy with their work, as this was their 

first year in 2015 mowing our various properties.  Eric and Ryan mentioned we had nice 

comments of our new Christmas decoration in Lions Park, and Ryan mentioned that we 

are trying to add a new piece each year, phasing out the old displays, as many bulbs and 

sockets no longer work.  We anticipate continuing to make the decorations LED, as well.  

Eric and Ryan stated the Mayor Christmas tree walk was probably the nicest weather 

wise in a number of years.  The High School Singers once again provided carols and 

Chamber handed out their color contest winners.  We also mentioned that we would like 

to coordinate with Jenny Hayes and the downtown to make the festivities even more 

successful and better attended.   
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New Business-- staff reported various topics such as the new fiscal year begins April 1st, 

and some of the items we would like to accomplish are continuing to mulch the 

playgrounds for the safety aspect.  Marie Steiner asked if we do this often.  Eric 

responded that we try each year, sometimes it is not needed, but we examine the surface 

depth to make sure safety depth of the mulch is correct.  We will be installing new pieces 

of playground equipment at Lions Park and the possibility of adding concrete in District 3 

soccer fields, so that a cricket league will have playing areas here in Kearney.  Eric 

mentioned we are getting a new park truck, and working with the statewide contract, also 

calling the area Ford dealers to see if they can match the statewide contract.  We will be 

replacing the blue park truck, and plan to sell that on sealed bids.  Staff mentioned that 

the JJ Park pond fountain needs replaced, and will be getting a replacement in early 

spring.  This really helps with keeping the pond from having so much moss and also is 

beneficial to the fish which we stock each spring as well.  We will be interviewing for our 

summer part time person to start approximately mid May, for mowing and all park 

related upkeep.  We also will be sharing with the Street department an employee to 

maintain the ball fields for KHRA games and practices.  KHRA again this year will be 

using the fields for their games and we have the same agreement with KHRA to chalk the 

fields and make sure they are mowed for their games.  Celtic soccer is the same 

agreement as in past years, but we don’t chalk/paint the lines for them, we just mow and 

weed eats for their leagues.  Eric mentioned he was excited that we will once again host 

adult leagues at Mack Porter Park.  We have teamed up with Josh Landewee as he will be 

the point of contact for the leagues and be the field supervisor for the games.  We hope to 

have both 6-8 teams for each league, and want to have spring, summer and fall leagues 

for both men and coed.  Todd Stowe asked why there has been a lapse, and staff reported 

last year that they replaced a gas line that runs through the middle of the fields, and also, 

our leagues were on the same dates as Fountain Bluff, thus we have changed our dates to 

Wednesday and Friday nights so to get teams playing again.   

 

Amphitheater Update. 

 

Ryan mentioned that the 2016 sound system cable to the front of our control system has 

been removed, and most of the items are now in, stored at our sound techs shop, as he is 

custom building our new sound system.  Brian Reece has told us he plans to have it all 

built and ready to start the installation phase mid to late March.  Contract negotiations are 

still ongoing, but almost final, with our announcement being in April at the monthly 

Chamber of Commerce meeting.  Ryan mentioned we picked up three opening acts at the 

Missouri Fairs and Festivals meeting.  We thought that this convention was probably one 

of the best for finding opening acts, and finalizing details with our agent Dave Maygers.   

  

STAFF COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT    
Marie Steiner and Connie Crawford asked when we do chemical applications, do we also 

treat for mosquitoes.  Staff reported that we do not have a chemical license to treat.  Staff 

reported that we do have our lawn care company spray in the past for the Theater in the 

Park, but that is just a temporary weekend thing. Eric mentioned we do use the discs that 

we throw in the amphitheater drainage where water continuously drains after watering or 

after it rains.  

There being no further business on the agenda, a motion was made by Marie Steiner and 

seconded by Todd Stowe to adjourn.   

 

Approved: _____________________________ Attest: _________________________ 

                        Jeff Couchman Chairperson                       Ed Haney, Secretary 
 

 
 


